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A new species of cyclopoid copepod, Allocyclops (Allocyclops) austronip-
ponicus, is described from a freshwater habitat in Okinawa Island, Japan.
This is the first record of the genus Allocyclops from Asia. The new species is
distinguished from its congeners by having the following combination of
character states: (1) antennal seta representing exopod present; (2) maxillule
with two-segmented palp; (3) legs 1–4 each with inner coxal seta; (4) distal en-
dopodal segment of leg 4 with three inner and one outer setae and two apical
spines; and (5) seta present on remnant of proximal segment of leg 5, this
seta short in comparison to length of somite.
Key Words: Cyclopoida, Allocyclops, Okinawa Island, Japan, new species,
taxonomy.

Introduction

Allocyclops is a genus in the family Cyclopidae. Although 13 species of Allocy-
clops are known from freshwater habitats in Europe, Africa, the USA, Cuba,
Brazil, and Australia (Kiefer 1932, 1933, 1937, 1955; Chappuis 1951; Fryer 1956;
Petkovski 1971; Lamoot et al. 1981; Pleşa 1981; Rocha and Björnberg 1988; Reid and
Spooner 1998; Karanovic 2001, 2003), there is no record from Asia. They are divided
into three subgenera (Karanovic 2001, 2003): A. (Allocyclops) Kiefer, 1932, A. (Psam-
mocyclops) Kiefer, 1955, and A. (Stolonicyclops) Reid and Spooner, 1998. We have
found a previously unknown species from the Yona River on Okinawa Island,
southern Japan, and describe this species here as Allocyclops (Allocyclops) austron-
ipponicus. The new species is the ninth member of the subgenus Allocyclops.

Methods

Specimens were collected by scooping with a fine-mesh hand-net, and then
fixed in 5% formalin at the site. Appendages were dissected and embedded in gum-
chloral medium on glass slides. The specimens were examined using a phase con-
trast and Nomarski differential interference contrast microscope and illustrated
with the aid of a camera lucida. The body length from the rostrum to the posterior
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