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A new harpacticoid copepod, Amphiascus kawamurai sp. nov., is de-
scribed from a tank for nori (laver) cultivation on the shore of Ariake Bay,
Japan. This species belongs to the pacificus-group of Amphiascus and is most
closely related to A. parvus Sars, 1906, which is briefly redescribed based on
Sars’ original material. The two species are distinguishable by spinules on
the genital double-somite and by leg 5 of the female. Specimens previously
described as A. parvus from the Red Sea and Argentina are shown to be not
identical to Sars’ A. parvus. The new species is the second member of the
genus from Japan.
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Introduction

Around Ariake Bay, Kyushu, Japan, a dense population of a harpacticoid cope-
pod is sometimes found in outdoor tanks for the cultivation of conchocelis fila-
ments of nori (laver, Porphyra), which grow in oyster shells. The shells usually be-
come fouled with diatoms, and fishermen have to clean them by hand several times
during the period of cultivation. According to the Saga Prefectural Ariake Fish-
eries Research and Development Center (SAFREDEC), when a dense population of
the copepod appears in a tank, fouling diatoms on the shells are removed by graz-
ing of the copepod, with consequent enhancement of growth of conchocelis fila-
ments in the shells.

Following previous descriptions and keys to harpacticoid species (Lang 1948;
Wells 1976), this copepod is identifiable as Amphiascus parvus Sars, 1906. However,
the occurrence of A. parvus in Ariake Bay is unlikely because there have been no
records of this species from the Indo-West Pacific region and anthropogenic intro-
duction from Atlantic or Mediterranean waters to Ariake Bay is essentially un-
likely; previous records of A. parvus are from Europe (Sars 1906; Lang 1948) and
North America (Wilson 1932; Yeatman 1970). We examined G. O. Sars’ specimens of
A. parvus deposited in the Zoological Museum of the University of Oslo and com-
pared them with our specimens. There were only a small number of specimens in
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